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E.O. 12065s ROS-k 3/7/00 CKlNG, B) OR-H | i-A or FOI EXiift^ 

TAGS: SREF PK _ 

SUBJECT* SOVIET AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS ON AFWA/TNEFffOEES 

1. CO ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. UNHCR REP KQHAUT (PROTECT) TOLO OCH LAST NIGHT THAT 
Wi HAO HAD SEVERAL CALLS FROM SOVIET AMBASSAOOR A2IM0V 
IN ISLAMABAD REQUESTING A MEETING. KOHAUT CALLED AT 
SOVIET EMBASSY HORNING OF FEB 6 FOR MHAT KOHAUT DESCRIBED 

Ac A "VERY STRANGE MEETING' THAT LASTEO TMO AND A HALF HOURS. 
IT TOOK THIS LONG FOR SOVIET AMBASSAOOR TO GET ACROSS 
HIS POINT MHICH, HOMEVER, BY END OF MEETING MAS OUT TE 
CLEAR. AFGHAN GOVERNMENT BEARS NO ILL MILL TOMARO REFUGEES 
MHO SHOULD RETURN TO AFGHANISTAN IMMEDIATELY. THEY MILL 
NOT BE IN OANGER ANO MILL BE MELL TAKEN CARE OF. HOMEVER, 
REFUGEES SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT AT SOME POINT AFGHAN 
GOVERNMENT MILL HAVE TO REASSESS ITS POSITION. IF 
REFUGEES DO NOT RETURN SOON, THEY MILL NOT 8E ABLE TO 
RETURN ANO PAKISTAN MILL FINO ITSELF SAOOLEO MITH A 
REFUGEE POPULATION FOR MANY YEARS TO COME AND A SITUATION 
ANALOGOUS TO PALESTINIAN REFUGEE PROBLEM MILL BE CREATEO. 
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COMMENT: SOVIETS HAVE BEEN TAKING SOMEMHAT SIMILAR „„_, 
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LINE HITH LOHER RANKING UNHCR REPS BUT THIS IS THE FIRST 
HIGH LEVEL APPROACH*. SOVIET HOVE STRIKES US AS A SHREfeO 
ONE BUT HE SEE LITTLE PROSPECT THAT REFUGEES HILL BE 
RECEPTIVE TO THIS LINE. 
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